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CLAIM TO FAME: It may seem unlikely that a kid from
Amarille would grosy up o be a renowned expert on music of
the Holocaust. But from D, Mick Strimple’s point of view, it all

makes sense. Well, onee vou throw Jimomy Stewart it the mmix.

IN THE PANHANDLE: Strimple's father was in the grocery
business; his oo stayed home until Strimple was i junsoer
high, when she went to work as a medical secretary, A sell-
deseribed “lazy student,” Strimple barely missed graduating
with honors firom high school and Baylor. As a child, he was
fascinated with the history of World War 11, His uncle was
highly decorated in the war, and Strimple spent hours read-
ing; & sct of books his parents bought titbed Protarial Hintory of
Warld War 1T, "]1||'-:|:|,~:|.-e!4:-I"|:I.-e:-inj.:||1:|lh homewnrk, | was ether
out playing ball or living in those books," he said. Or going

to chireh. His farnily was at First Baptist Amarillo for one
reson oF another every day but Friday,

AM EARLY MUSICILAN: Everyone in Strimple’s family read

rusae and sang, and he ook private myusic lessons for the flute

a% a child. But a revelation came when his fourth-grade music
teacher, Bernice Parrodt, gave a leggnm on :'ill'.l:".."lﬂ.l.'!'.|:l|:-|il'|'ir1;.,'
that he started writing musie ag a child. “She played up the
idiea that he was wniting this greal migie when e was o
age,” Strimple remembered. *1 thought that if he could do that,
then I can do that.” Strimple started writing that year, and

by the tenth grade the school orchestra was performing his
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pieces. =T was just compelled to do it,” he said. Former US, am-
hassador to Sweden Lyndon Olson 69, a friend of Strimple’s
from Bavlor, saw all the obvious talent in his fellow student.
“He was one of ihose people you just thought was gomg bo
have an interesting life," Olson said.

MANY VOICES: After earning a Master of Music degree in
church music and a Doctar of Musical Arts degree in choral
music from the University of Southern California, Strirmple
landed a job at Beverly Hills Preshyterian Church, a position
he still holds. One year, Strimple asked the congregation’s
mosl famous member, Jimomy Stewart, to read The Cheilsimar
Stowy as part of a Christmas concert. That led to a popalar
tradition, a TV Christmas special, and a meeting with a record
producer who introduced Strimple to the pop group Adr Sup-
phy. Strimple arcanged the group’s Christmas album and other
musie for two years, afterward working in the sme capacity
for Frank Sinatra, Fod Stewart, and others, Around the same
time, hie began a successful career as o guest conductor with
symphony orchesiras in Europe. On one trip to Prague, he
found himself engulfed in the music of the Holocaust—the
songs sung in the ghetios and concentration camps, as well
as pieces written by Jews during and after the time. “There
are places where voeal musie is really a very integral part of
people’s culture, an extension of language,”™ said Strimple,
author of the book Chara! Musie fi Bhe Teembieth Cenfury and
co-author of the book fewish Replsfance to te Nazis,
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